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I.  INDUCTIVE PARAGRAPHS
The Fable – An anecdote or story-type illustration is followed by a generalization stating, or implying, the significance of the illustration. 
The Salestalk – A list of items of any sort (causes, effects, implications, facts, etc.) is followed by an embracing or organizing sentence.  The order of items is not critical, and the success of the paragraph depends upon a cumulative effect. 
The Therefore – This pattern is similar to the Salestalk, except that the statements are logically progressive, and the grand conclusion follows the chain of logic. 

The Receder – This is similar to the Salestalk, except that the paragraph has a sequence (from particular to general, minor to major, least important to most important, etc.)
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or fable



	Conclusion or generalization, 

or moral
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	      ...
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	Logical Conclusion



	letter

	word

	paragraph

	book

	library: shelf of books


II. DEDUCTIVE PARARGRAPHS

The For Example – This is the opposite, in form, of The Fable.  A generalization is given, and then followed by story or anecdote by way of illustration.

The Count Them – An assertion or generalization is made, and a series of facts and other items are listed.  The reader’s idea about the truth of the assertion must grow as he reads.
The Because – A main generalization is followed by a chain of logical steps.  The generalization is not repeated, and so the reader must remember the initial association as he proceeds through the paragraph.

The Advancer – this contrasts The Receder.  The Advancer moves, for example, from the general to the particular, from major to minor, or from distant to near-at-hand.  This type is appropriate to physical description.
	Generalization
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	Generalization

	detail

	more detail

	Finer detail

	Close-up


III.  BALANCED PARAGRAPHS
The Come-On – This form begins with details or some attention-getter.  The main generalization is then given after which the paragraph is filled with more detail and trivia.  The relationship, if any, between the detail and the main assertion, need not be clearly indicated.

The Switch – Here the reader must perceive similarities or differences.  Key words such as “similarly” or “in the same way” indicate a move from less important ideas to the real substance of the passage.  Words such as “but” and “on the other hand” usually signal the shift to the important ideas in a paragraph of contrast.
The Classic –  Here a generalization is given Then there is a middle or development, followed by a final recapitulating or reinforcing statement to conclude the paragraph.
The Thinker – in this case, no generalization is stated.  It has to be found elsewhere, or very often, inferred by the reader. 
*These 12 visuals patterns were developed by Bissex, and are summarized in Readability by John Gilliland, London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1972, pp. 
STRUCTURES FOR SUMMARY PARAGRAPHS








